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A Special District Meeting of the electors and citizens qualified to vote in meetings of the 

Cromwell Fire District was held on Monday, May 22, 2017, at 6:30 PM, at the Coles Road 

Firehouse, 105 Coles Road, Cromwell, CT to consider and act upon proposed amendments to the 

Bylaws of the Cromwell Fire District. 

 

Commissioners Craig Murphy (President), Julius Neto, Johnathon Hamlin, David Colligan, 

Charles Epstein, Roger Rukowicz and Jason Hinners were in attendance. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM, by President Murphy.  Secretary Charles Epstein 

confirmed there was a quorum of 18 electors and citizens qualified to vote in meetings of the 

Cromwell Fire District.  Commissioner Epstein read the Call of the Meeting.  A copy is attached 

to the minutes on file in the Fire District Office. 

 

Commissioner Neto gave a brief explanation of the change to the Bylaws.  It is a proposal that 

was introduced approximately 6 months ago.  At that time many questions were raised by the 

Election Commission, attorneys and citizens.  The District researched the issue and is presenting 

the following amendment for consideration.  A copy is attached to the minutes on file in the Fire 

District Office. 

 

The amendment is to Article IV, Item B. (2).  The original item reads, “At the time of his/her 

nomination indicate his/her consent to be nominated and to serve as a Commissioner if elected.  

Such indication of consent may be made orally at the District Meeting at which such nomination 

is made, or may be made in writing delivered to the Secretary/District Clerk of the Board prior to 

or at such meeting.”  

 

The amended item reads, “The Voters of the District must indicate, in written form, their 

intentions to seek elected office with the District and include an accompanying notarized letter 

that will contain the signatures and legal addresses of two (2) additional Voters of the District 

which will function as (1) nominating a voter and (2) the seconding of the nomination of the 

voter.  This written notification must be provided to the Secretary/District Clerk of the Board no 

less than thirty (30) calendar days prior to the Annual Meeting.” 

 

Commissioner Neto added that the amendment is being proposed to give the public an 

opportunity to find out who the candidates are and to get to know the candidates.   It was noted 

that candidates will still be allowed to be nominated from the floor the night of the election, 
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however, that does not allow the public an opportunity to get to know the candidate.  The purpose 

of the change is to have a more open process.  Commissioner Epstein added that it is not in the 

Bylaws, but it is hoped that an open forum can be scheduled through the District office where the 

public has an opportunity to meet the candidates and ask questions.  Councilwoman Slade added 

that the proposed “Meet the Candidates” forum is similar to what the Town does for their Council 

candidates.  The Town refers to them as caucuses.  It was noted that the new amendment, if 

approved, will take effect in October 2017 for the annual election.  There was discussion 

regarding the vetting process and documentation to verify a candidate is a Cromwell resident.  It 

was also noted that having a document notarized does not necessarily mean someone is being 

truthful. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Hamlin, seconded by Commissioner Hinners and 

unanimously approved to accept the proposed amendment to the Bylaws as presented. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Colligan, seconded by Commissioner Epstein and 

unanimously approved to adjourn the Special District Meeting at 6:50 PM. 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST:     _________________________________ 

      Charles Epstein, District Clerk 

 
Nancy Deegan 

Recording Secretary 

5-31-17 

   

 

     

 

    

 

       

  

 

 

 
 


